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LB J suspected Cubans | 
in JFK death, files say 


By Ron Hutcheson 

FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 

Newly declassified FBI files indi- 
cate President Lyndon B. Johnson 
became convinced that the Kennedy 
assassination resulted from a con- 
spiracy triggered by CIA plots to kill 
Cuban leader Fidel Castro. 

Mr. Johnson’s concerns about a 
possible CIA connection were re- 
ported to the FBI in a 1967 memo 
that was released yesterday along 
with more than 21,000 ether doc- 
uments from the agency’s assassina- 
tion files. .... . . 

* The memo from S.D. DeLoach, 
who served as the bureau’s liaison to 
the Johnson administration, notified 
top FBI officials that some White 
House aides privately questioned 
the FBI’s conclusion that Lee Har- 
vey Oswald acted alone. 

“In this connection, Marvin Wat- 
son called me late last night and 
stated that the president had told 
him, in an off moment, that he was 
now convinced that there was a plot 
in connection with the assassina- 
tion,” Mr. DeLoach told his superiors 
at FBI headquarters. “Watson stated 
that the president felt that CIA had 
had something to do with this plot.” 

Mr. Watson, who served as Mr. 
Johnson’s chief of staff and is now 
living in Dallas, could not be reached 
for comment yesterday. But another 
former Johnson aide, Press Secre- 
tary George Christian of Austin, 
confirmed Mr. Johnson suspected 
that the Cuban government was 
somehow behind the death of Pres- 
ident Kennedy. 

“He frequently made statements 
that the Cubans must have been in- 
volved,” Mr. Christian said. “The 
whole idea that the Cubans — mean- 
ing Castro — might have had some- 


thing to do with it was linked to the 
CIA’s attempts to try to assassinate 
Castro.” r 

Mr. Christian said he was un- 
aware that Mr. Johnson’s conspiracy 
theory had been relayed to the FBI 
when Mr. Johnson wall, still presi- 
dent. Mr. Johnson publicly revealed 
his suspicions only after leaving of- 
. fice. 

“I didn’t know that Watsoh had 
ever made that call,” Mr Christian 
said. “That’s brand new” : 

The newly released memo also re- 
veals that the FBI sent the Johnson 
White House its files on CIA efforts 
to recruit organized-crime figures 
for assassination plots against Cas- 
tro. 

Mr. Christian said Mr. Johnson’s 
interest in a possible Cuban connec- 
tion was fueled in part by the 1967 
investigation of the assassination by 
New Orleans District Attorney Jim j 
Garrison. Mr. Garrison’s theories, i 
which are hotly disputed by other 
law enforcement officials, helped 
form the basis for director Oliver 
Stone’s 1991 movie version of the as- 
sassination, “JFK” 

FBI files indicate that Director J. 
Edgar Hoover was far less enam- 
ored with Mr. Garrison’s conspiracy 
theories. In a February 1967 memo j 
to FBI field offices, Mr. Hoover or- 
dered agents to steer clear of the 
controversial New Orleans prosecu- 
tor. 

Most of the files released yester- 
day were related to the FBI’s investi- 
gation of Dallas nightclub owner 
Jack Ruby, who shot Oswald on na- 
tional television two days after the 
assassination. The National Ar- 
chives made the documents public 
as part of an ongoing effort to open 
the books on the Kennedy assassina- 
tion. 


